Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service    (Mother’s Day 2018) Feel free to replace Call to confession with the Law reading
Song before the Service: 211

Call to Worship: ?

Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  

          Receive God’s Gracious Greeting…May the Love, Peace and Mercy of God our Father be yours in Christ, Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #145    Vs.1, 5, 6, 7 
“I will exalt my God and King”   JOY
Call to Confession: Have you ever noticed how God values women? It is a proven fact that wherever Christianity has taken hold, the place/value of women has increased. They are no longer treated as property or lesser beings, but they are recognized as equals with special gifting and callings. We see why this is, in how God describes his own compassion, being like a mother with her infant child, or like a mother hen protecting her flock. We see God's valuing of women in the fact that several women were noted in the genealogy of Christ (although that was normally never done), and even more so in the fact that the first witnesses of the resurrection were women! 


And finally NOTE THAT God doesn't call you children to honor only your fathers... but your father and your mother! Do you have God's priorities? Do you value your mother, and the women whom God has put into your life to serve, care, and encourage you?! Probably not as much as you ought... therefore, let's confess that failure to God, and then let's pray for the Lord's blessings on our mothers, wives, & the women whom God uses to bless each of us!  

Let’s Pray (Confession and Supplication for Mothers/women and congregational needs:
Sing a Song of ASSURANCE:  #40 vs1,2,7 to the TUNE216 Christ alone  “I waited long upon the Lord”
How Shall we now live  as Redeemed people? Please turn in your Bibles to Ephesians 4:17-5:2

IN FAITH,  let us generously serve God now, as we Bring to God His tithes & our additional Free-will offerings! 
Continue to Worship in Song #409   “O Lord Alert your Church” New?  
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 2:12-18

Sermon Title:
“Gospel Lights Shining Brightly”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #500
“Go Labour On” 
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
#117 
“Praise Jehovah All ye Nations” 
Morning Sermon: “Gospel Lights Shining Brightly – Pt.#2”

Philippians #18
Text: Philippians 2:12-18  
 
Introduction:
 Children, How do you do under pressure? If I asked you to do some simple addition and subtraction and spelling – many of you could do that for me. But imagine that I told you to do some simple task, While YELLING AT YOU AND Stomping around and threatening to beat you, mock you or punish you… Would you be able to do that task? Not very easily – eh?! The more pressure that is put on you, the harder it is to do what you are asked… 

And that is as true for adults as it is for children – None of you like having tons of stress or pressure placed on you… Raise your hand if you don’t like pressure and stress when you work? Then this text is for you… because in Christ we find that the stress of performance has been removed! We will find out how as we look at vs.14-16 …
(Review) In the last month, we have been working through vs. 12-18. We have been exploring How True Christians ought to live for the Lord! They are to work their faith into all of life with fear and trembling… And they do not do this to EARN their salvation, but to prove its existence! Like Garlic… if the Gospel is in you – it will come out in all that you say and do! And the greatest motivation for why you should go to the effort to live out the faith is that God is the one who is at work in you to Will and to Work for His good pleasure! IF God is at work, then your effort is not wasted or in vain!

Therefore, Paul goes on to explain where we all must begin. We have to do ALL things without grumbling or disputing… Grumbling is such a big deal, that it is the first thing mentioned for how to work out your salvation! As we saw 2 weeks ago, Paul needed to address Grumbling because the church in Philippi already had an ongoing argument in the church between those 2 women of chapter 4. Furthermore, As Paul goes on to explain, grumbling ruins your witness as a believer. IT does that, because your speech reveals your heart - for from the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks. Therefore, if you are supposed to be a witness of how Christ has redeemed you, and yet you grumble and complain and argue – you are undermining the Gospel! 


You don’t have to stay that way… you CAN change, if you change your perspective. Adopt God’s lens for looking at life and acknowledge that God is in control: Remember 3 things: 1) God’s Providential Plan is perfect,       2) For those in Christ, God is working all things together for their good! 3) Even the worst things that you might experience are far better than you deserve. THAT is how you can begin to work out your salvation with fear and trembling and overcome your grumbling … and all so that you might be a better witness for Christ!


This morning, we will continue to unpack the same overarching theme that we have been looking at last time, Which is: True Christians will LIVE their faith in God’s strength as Joyful witnesses for Christ. 

We will be focusing in on the aspect of Witnesses for Christ, and the role your behavior plays in that witness.

This is the second part of the sermon we started last time: Focusing on Why to work out your salvation. 


We will divide our time predominantly focusing on two Words: Proof and Light





I. The Proof of the Christian
and 
II. The Light of the Gospel
Let’s begin with:

I. The Proof of the Christian      
(REPEAT)
As we have seen in recent months, we do not work out our salvation with fear and trembling to earn God’s favor, but to show our gratitude for His Salvation. Works do not save, they merely prove who IS saved!
 
And yet, whenever we read moral explanations for how we ought to love and serve and obey, it is very easy for Christians & non-Christians alike to get confused. You could easily begin to think that you have to be good to be saved, or that you have to obey to get wealth or a good life. But that is NOT how the Gospel works! I hope you already know this inside and out, but let me remind you once again: You are saved by faith alone, in Christ alone, by God’s grace alone – not by anything you have said, thought, believed or done! EVEN Your Faith is a gift of God.

Paul proves this point once again by the way he argues for you and me to do all things without grumbling or complaining. Look at vs.15: READ
RECOGNIZE PAUL’s wording: so that you will PROVE yourselves to be blameless & innocent, children of God.
Paul’s point was not that people who don’t grumble are somehow better than others – not at all! You’re not! 

But rather, those who belong to Christ need to show their faith by how they live! And Paul is arguing that the number one way to PROVE that you are blameless and innocent in Christ is that you will no longer grumble and complain! I love how Paul argues this… because the emphasis is not on your perfect obedience, rather, the emphasis is TOTALLY on your existing identity in Christ!!
Paul is concerned that you prove yourself to be what you truly are as a Christian! If you have repented and put your faith in Jesus Christ… then you are BLAMELESS!! You are Innocent! Now, all too often we don’t feel like we are blameless and innocent do we?! Normally, we feel guilty for the way we failed our spouse, or guilty for the way we disobeyed our parents, or guilty because we didn’t do our work the way we ought. And yet, if you are a Christian… If you have trusted that Jesus lived, died and rose again for your salvation – then you are no longer guilty in God’s sight! What an awesome gift it is for you and me to learn to live in the glory of our identity in Christ! AS Christians, you are acceptable in God’s sight. You are holy. You are righteous! You are God’s child!
Paul here is explaining the second greatest motivation for living out your faith with fear and trembling! Not only is God at work in you to will and to work… But secondly, YOU ARE ALREADY SAVED!
EVERY other religion works on the basis that you must arrive at some future destination of salvation. Some believe you do this by works, some by luck even… but at the end of the day, in every other religion you are working to arrive at the point of safety and security in your salvation! BUT NOT IN CHRISTIANITY! In Christ, you HAVE already arrived. The quality or surety of your salvation doesn’t change from first to last. Day one as a Christian you are just as saved as you are Year 50 as a Christian!! 

LIVE your faith, Serve Christ, Love God and others… 1) because God is at work to make you want to do this and to be able to do this. But then 2) Live, Love and serve because you are already secure!

PROVE to the world around you that you belong to Christ by the way you live! 









There is no burden to perform, no unobtainable goal to achieve! 
Children, you probably know what I am talking about when I say that it is easier to do something with no pressure. For example, if your parents are angry with you, and they tell you, “Speak up, explain yourself right now… Come on… Tell me what you did and Why!” Do you find it easy to speak nice and loud?! No! You get scared, your voice trembles and your voice gets smaller, not louder! 

What about when you need to do something as simple as kick a ball, but you know that everyone is watching you and if you don’t kick it well enough, everyone will laugh at you, and everyone will mock you, and you will miss out on some amazing reward… The more pressure, the harder it is to do much of anything, right?!

Well, in the Christian life, there is no pressure to achieve perfection, because that is What Jesus did for you – if you trust in Him! Therefore, the pressure is off… you know that if you obey, or if you fail, God will still love you. God will still save you. God will still embrace you and welcome you on that final day, “Well Done, Good and Faithful servant!” That certainty and salvation was earned for you by Christ – and it cannot be taken away!
THAT is the most freeing realization in the Christian life. And THAT freedom is one of the greatest motivations to love and serve the Lord in all of life! For you don’t have any pressure to perform! 

What an Awesome Salvation!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. The Light of the Gospel        (REPEAT)
If you had a certain way of salvation, which could not only give you a guaranteed hope for eternity, but which could also set you free from the fear of failure, and the constant pressure of performing for approval… Would you not share that with others?!

Of COURSE YOU WOULD! The Problem is that all too often, you don’t recognize that you HAVE that glorious hope, freedom from fear, and release from the pressure of life – because you aren’t resting in God’s Strength! God is at work in you to will and to work! God is in control! God has saved you.  The future is certain and it is glorious if you are in Christ! That is ALL TRUE for you If you are in Christ!

And you can live in the freedom of those glorious truths… and when you do – you will want to share the cause of all that Joy with others. You will want others to know the same Jesus Christ who has set you free! 


The key to enjoying all these things is that you need to HOLD ON to the Word of Life – The Gospel!

And holding onto that glorious truth, and living the life that God has called you to live, in His Strength… You will shine as lights in the world! You will look different, act different, speak and react differently from everyone else! And that is a good thing! For you will look like your Savior Jesus Christ!


Paul paints this contrast between the natural everyday people of our culture, and us as Christians. There are the Blameless and Innocent Children of God, and there are the crooked and perverse generation among whom we live in the world. People are not naturally good. They are corrupt from conception according to the Bible! 

Now, the first reaction that many of you will feel is that of doubt…You might be thinking: “No, I don’t feel blameless and innocent, more often than not, I feel crooked and perverse! I am no better than anyone else, so who am I to witness?!” Do any of you feel that way?!
I do as well at times…

But when we think like that, we are falling back into a works salvation mentality. We are thinking that we have to be “good enough.” We are thinking that we need to look worthy of God’s salvation or people won’t take us seriously! And in a way you are right. IF you are committing adultery with your neighbor, they probably won’t take you seriously when you invite them to church! Don’t leave Gospel tracts on the bench of the house you are robbing!

Your actions either witness for Christ or against Christ. That much is true. But when you hold fast to the Gospel, you can be a normal messed up sinner, and still be a glorious witness for Christ. 


You see: When you think you have to be good enough, 2 things will go wrong: 1) You might try to act better than you are, to look better – which makes you a hypocrite! 2) You won’t witness when you should because you will know just how hypocritical and weak you are!


Instead, when you hold fast to the Gospel – the Word of Life… Then you will know God’s grace, God’s salvation, even when you mess up. Have you ever seen someone who messed up, and then owned it right away?


 “Oh, wow, that was my fault. I am sorry, I was wrong! Let me make it up to you.” People don’t normally do that, do they?! But you and I have the Word of Life – we know that we are saved, not by works, but by God’s grace. And God loves you just as much when you sin as when you don’t – for His love is based on Christ, not you! Therefore, when you fall into sin, you can readily admit it, humble yourself & confess it: knowing that God has already forgiven you in Christ! 


When you mess up at work, you admit it readily, and take the consequences with a happy heart. When you fall into a lie, you confess it as quickly as you can and insist on making restitution to make things right. People will look at you strangely – not because you are perfect (because you aren’t!). Rather, the way you deal with your sin will be so different from the crooked and perverse world around you that you will draw their attention!

That is how a child of God stands as a light in this dark world. You don’t have to be perfect, you simply have to know the grace of the ONE who was perfect for you! 

Conclusion:
Some of you know all too well the pressures of life crushing you day in and day out! Some of you feel the obligation to perform all too keenly! BUT I call out to you… STOP! REST in Jesus! His yoke is easy and His burden is light! He has done all the heavy lifting so that you can live and fail and still continue to live in HIS GRACE & Strength!
Some of you may be wondering why I haven’t hammered the sharing your faith bit of this text… But you see, I have! The key to getting you to witness to your co-workers, neighbors, even your own family and friends is not to berate you and place a burden on your back to perform! 

Rather, the key to you and me witnessing is to realize that the pressure is off! Christ is not up in heaven screaming MOVE, MOVE, MOVE! No! He is interceding with the Father, asking Him to Forgive, Encourage & Provide!


And the sooner you learn to live and rest in His Gift of Salvation, the sooner you will look like Him, love like Him and live for Him in a way that shines the light of the Gospel naturally! 
And that HOPE in Christ is what will lead to the specific opportunities and conversations where you will be able to share the Gospel.



So, APPLY this sermon – Hold fast to the Word of Life which brings you rest!





YOU ARE blameless and innocent in Christ! 






Therefore, Let Christ Shine through you as you rest in Him!

AMEN.
